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laden with Money and Goods, 
THAT WAS 
Caſt-away on PoRTLAND=Bract 
IN THE 


W — * 


County of DORSET; 


The 16th of January, 1748, 


WITH THE 


Manner of her being 


courſe of 


LONDON. 


M 
2 «4 * ak ry | — 1 2 


Frigted for A. Wz »3, near St. PanPs and 
Bookſellers. M. 


DCC. XLIX 
. 


110 


— 
M , 


lunder'd ty a vaſt Cons 
EOPLE. 


AND THE 


err? 
e 138 17493 
ne Cargoe. 


"By a GENTLEMAN in the Neighbourhood | 


141 


AN 


— of the ZOPE, Se. 


| N the 17th of April 1747, the Hope under 
() the command of Booii Cornelizs fail d from 
Amſterdam, her out-ſet conſiſting moſtly of 
cloth, bale-goods, ſtockings, ſilks, cutlery-ware, Sc. 
Her firſt deſtination was to Curacao, or Curaſſo, an 
ifland in ſouth America, belonging to the Dutch; and 


from thence to the Spaniſh Main, in order to fell ceneratae 
their goods to the Spaniards. This is a contraband Sen 
ſmuggling ſort of trade; ſhips which carry it on, Tr on 
if met with by the Spaniſh Guarda de Coſtas, are all j*5P** 


of them made prizes, and their crew (according to 
ſome writers) doom'd to ſlavery. However the great 
profit ariſing from this way of trading prevails more 
powerfully with the liſh, Dutch and French to 
continue it on, than the fears of the Guarda de Coſtas 
to reſtrain them from it. Even in times of peace the 
Spaniards don't annually fend from Europe more than 
40 ſhips to their American territories, populous and 
extenſive as they are; a number by far inſufficient to 
ſupply them with neceſſaries; and therefore many of 
their provinces would want the neceſſaries of cloath- 
ing with many of the other conveniencies of life, if 
not furniſh'd by us from Jamaica, New-England, 
New-York, Sc. by the French from Hiſpaniola; and 
the Dutch from Curaſſo, &c. They readily take the 
goods from theſe illicit ſmuggling veſſels, and gladly 
give in exchange money and plate, &c. In this way 
of trade the ſhip, (whoſe fate Pm giving an account 
of) diſpos'd of the greateſt part of her cargo to a 
vaſt advantage, as by the war theſe Spaniſh pro- 
vinces were in the utmoſt diſtreſs for neceſſaries; and 
her force, as mounting of 30 Guns, ſecur'd her from 
ſeveral attacks of theſe Spaniſh guard-ſhips. In her 
return to Amſterdam from a proſperous voyage, hav- 
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ing on board no leſs (according to the moſt moderate 


utation) than 50,000 1. ſterling in ſpecie of one 
. cr other, beſides a conſiderable quantity of gold 
duſt, ſtaple- ſilver, with other valuable commedities ; 
' een of moſt tem weather, for 
14 days together, ſeeing neither ſun nor ſtars. Need- 
leſs it is to attempt a deſcription of the hardſhips they 
muſt be expos'd to in ſuch circumſtances. On the 
16th of Jan. laſt the weather being ſtormy 
and violent, the night very dark, nor any lights to 
ſeen from the Portland light-houſes for their direction, 
they ran a-thore on Portland Beach. With 
at her ſtriking, the maſt providentially 
enable them all, 74 in number, to get 
The ſhip was ſhatter'd rigs 
was thrown up upon the ridge of pebbles, call'd Che- 
zil-bans., che cabin 2 and buried under the 


ſans, pcbtles and ſea-weeds, but the hull never 
found. Ti wy le from the ſea-coaſt fell in too 
ſoon upon the ſhip's — and 


barbzrous behaviour prevented their 
derable part of their valuable cargo, 
the following trial of Auguſtin Elliot, * 4 
Lend, who wn was indicted and tried 9 * 
and g away of 10 ounces of 
ces of lver from the ſhip call'd the x 
of Henne H avs. by ee t of Amſterdam, 
and of others, owners, before Heneage Legge, 
Eſq; one of the Barons of his Majeſty's court of ex- 
chequer, at the * 3 Dorſetſhire, 


been conf 


TED 


the 15th of July, 1 The priſpner being put 
upon his trial = al aſl for the crown enforced the 
charge againſt him in this manner; 


My Lord, and gentlemen of the jury I am council 
for the crown againſt the priſoner at the bar, wha 
ſtands indicted and ch with a crime of a very 
heinous nature, conſidered in itſelf it is horrid and 
-barbarous, contrary to the firſt principles of reaſon, 
and impreſſions of humanity ; religion moſt ſeverely 
threatens : and condemns it; a crime it is Ms 
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1 
the captain and his com in faultring foreign ac- 
| cents repeat, as well as GT no wreck, the 
goods ours, bring it to we, and we will pay for it 
(meaning the ſalvage) the winds and waves ſhew'd an 
equal regard to this language of diſtreſs with theſe 
furious rapparees. The pillaging parties threw all they 
could ſnatch up into one heap, for the ſecurity of 
which the priſoner at the bar was poſted, as com- 
mander of an armed ſelect party. As ſoon as the 
reflux of the ſea had made the ſhip acceſſible, the 
ſcatter d bands were again united; in an hoſtile man- 
ner, arm'd with cutlaſſes, clubs, hooks, and ſuch 
like, they . marched down to the ſhip ſwearing it was 
a wreck, and if not io they could make it a wreck. 
Shocking to relate! From curſes and menaces they 
2 to offer violence and outrage to thoſe per- 
ns, whom even the mercileſs and furious ſeas had 
left unhurt! Humanity bluſhes at ſuch inſtances of 
cruelty ! A poor feeble, miſerable company of ſtran- 
almoſt naked, ſhuddering with cold, ſinking 
under the want of the neceflary ſupports of life, their 
limbs all drench'd and ſodden by the briny waters, 
with all the moving cloquence of the deepeſt diſtreſs, 
appealing to the eyes and hearts of their fellow crea- 
tures for relief; but inſtead of conſolation they re- 
turn'd curſes, inſtead of pity, menaces, for aſſiſtance, 
violence, and outrage. To expreſs inſtances of re- 
lentleſs cruelty we often borrow reſemblances from the 
ſea ; but here even that boiſterous element was. calm, 
tender and compaſſionate in compariſon with theſe 
ſons of plunder and ravage. All wilful injuries are 
directly contrary to the laws both of God and man; 
but the injuring ol ſtrangers in diſtreſs is adding bar- 
barity to iniquity, and committing an act exceeding 
finful in the ſight both of God and man. Thus driven 
by this haſtile band from their ſhip, the captain took 
rt of his men to carry off the little they had fav*d to 
Fleet-houſe, ordering the reſt to ſtay a-while on the 
beach, in hopes the King's officers might come to 
their aſſiſtance. They came indeed, but baſely deſert- 
| ed 
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ed their duty; their behaviour was deſpicably timo- 
rous, and infamouſly negligent. Beſides this plunder- 
ing banditti, great numbers of people were continu- 
ally pouring in (to the ſtanding reproach of this county 
of ours it muſt be ſaid) from all parts of the county 
for the ſame purpoſe and practice; ſo that for ten days 
together the | wel was covered with many thouſands of 
theſe tumultuous plunderers of this unfortunate wo 
At length three of our juſtices of the peace by bravely 
ing themſelves, have in ſome meaſure remov'd 
that load of infamy, which this inhumane multitude 
had thrown upon our county. Collecting a body of 
men well arm*d they advanced to the beach, and dif- 
perſed this riotous plundering mob ; and after this, 
with a conduct both prudent and reſolute, ſuch as has 
been approv*d of by the government above, they trac*d 
out the poſſeſſors of the ſpoils of iniquity, which they 
compell'd hundreds of them to deliver up to the agent 
of the proprietors, to the amount of 25,000 1. ſuch as 
refus'd they committed to priſon for the puniſhment 
of the laws, amongſt which the priſoner at the bar is 
remarkably one. My Lord, it will be made appear in 
the courſe of the evidence, that he all along acted as 
a principa! in this affair; that he was the muſter-ma- 
ſer, the treaſurer, and the divider of the prey amongſt 

that his plundering Regiment. 
iſt evidence calPd was Boii Cornelizs, the captain of 
the ſhip, who depos'd, that in his return from Jamaica 
the Hope, of which he was the maſter, ran aſhore in 
a ſtormy dark night, the 27th of Jan. laſt, N. S. on 
Portland Beach ; that no lights appeared in the light- 
houſes, neither when he was at ſea nor on the ſhore 
before it was day. At day-light he ſpoke to his men 
to ſtand by him; they promis d to do fo, but they had 
no arms only a muſket, and that all their powder was 
wet. The ſhip ſoon broke into three great parts. He 
ſuppos d the hull might be roll'd back into the ſea; the 
cabin -part (where the treaſure moſtly lay) was ſoon 
cover*d over deep with weeds and pebbles ; the top- 
deck carried up far on the ſhore. We ge ers 
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Mr. Limbury and the other officer not call'd. The 
council ſor the crown reflected very ſeverely on theit 
couduct in this ſhip affair. 299 — 
2 Evidence, — Roper, officer in Port- 

quarries. Thu the iqth of January I went 
out of curioſity down to A e . ſhip 
was ſtranded. I believe there might be 3 or 4000 
people, moſtly digging and turning the Beach in com- 
panies; the Weymouth and Wyke, and Portland 
people were all together, and had colours. I ſaw not 
the Captain nor any one of his crew. The accounts of 
them were, that they were pyrates. Whilſt I was 
there I ſaw John Komben carrying a bag or two to the 
boat, where the priſoner ſat to receive it; and by and 
by a perſon was mounted behind me with a bag of 
money, and his party beat along the horſe to carry me 
out of the crowd. When I came on N 
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the B of any agreement between Wyke, Portland, 
and Weymouth, to divide what they got equally. I 
Join'd R 
panics taking away on 
Beach, for ſeveral bags ii under 
the es. The Tueſday after I was at Schollard's, a 
ick-houſe at Chizzle-town in Portland, and ſaw a 
great number of le there clamouring for a diviſion. 
And I heard of 233 that Elliott the priſoner 
keeping the whole together till ſuch times as 


you ſhall IS 
ing there a perſon came to me and 
is your ſhare, and TI it, being 71. which as 
' advertiſement came out I carried 
I have always heard, ſince I have been in 


the iſland, of Elliott's character, as an honeſt man. 


have the money divided. 
firſt myſelf, but after I did ; and he faid 
keeping of the money together till calPd for by the 
owners ; but many threatened him, if the money were 
not divided, and accordingly it was the next morn- ' 
ing; it was 71. a- piece. 
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The council for the crown, to invalidate this evidence, 
obſcrv*d, that according to the oaths both of the Cap- 


tain and lieutenant, the whole company of the Dutch 


were unarm' d; and beſides, that when the Captain 
came a-ſhore he could not ſpeak a word of Engliſh. 
| cil for the pri uc'd a reccipt 
Ri Tucker, for that 
which he ſtood indicted, 
hardſhip of Elliott's caſe, that 
| a felony, when he had, accord- 
to the publick — in oe 
_— brought in the money, whi to his 
the crown reply inging in 
of the money was an after thought of his friends; it 
was done four days after his commitment, by his friends, 
only with a view to mitigate the charge againſt him. 


bury a tide-water in Portland, in 1737. 
Mr. Limbury, you are deſir d, when a ſhip is driven 
a-ſhore, to call in to aſſiſtance the conſtable and 
other Peace-officers in Portland, and in particular 
Auguſtine Elliott, that the King's intereſt may be 
taken care of as well as the effects of the ſufferers ; by 
this conduct our office will be free from blame, with 
reſpect to Portland. 
Aſter a trial of ſix hours and a half, the Jury brought 
in their verdict not guilty. | 
Another perſon was then tried for the ſame offence, 
; the 
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, is ſeldom known' to want excuſes ' ant Pleas when 
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the fact was plainly prov'd againſt him; but the jury 
would not bring him in guilty of felony. | 
(Two others remain*d „ * cc; 


The — upon thewhole) thar the they 
ing and e 
not wreck' d, with a deſign to conceal and k 
was felony; and after ſetting forth, with an > 
mixture of rn 
plicated Guilt of inſulting 


. 
the great mercy of the croy 

on this occaſion, he concluded thus: 8 

r r e have 
lly and plainly laid open in the preceding trials, 

fo I'm ſtrongly ' inclin'd Sir 

n in car 

ing of crimes of this ſort to oeaſe a 


By way of concluſiom to this 'Account, theſe obſer. 
vations may not be improper. 


committing aRtions of an unlowfuT and criminal nature, 


arguments of theſe Plunderers were ſuch as theſe : This 
— rn i 

wi to V1 
booty, they ran the ſhip a-ſhore, and then deſerted 
her and fled away for fear of 
or elſe they 


ſuperior 4 — take from the 8 
- rn them, E 
before paid them for. Beſides, many other ableed 

tales, becauſe tending to blacken theſe Putchmen, 
were readily ſwallowed : So that the treatment this 
Dutch company receiv*d from our People, might not 
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